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and bathe. In the afternoon processions of singers extol
Krishna and Radha. Singing and music figure more
largely in the worship of Krishna than in that of any
other deity. He was a musician himself, and the
rejoicing and merriment in his festivals have done much
to attract followers from the more quiet and sometimes
cruel ceremonies of Siva. At this season of the year
the disciples are looked up by their gurus, and receive
more liberal donations than at other times.

6. Aswin.

In this month fall the festivals connected with Durga
and Lakshmi. The Durga Puja is emphatically the
festival of the year in Bengal.

A Hindu who determines to have the Durga Puja
celebrated in his house, on the day of the Rath Jatra,
takes a piece of bamboo into the room where the family
idol is kept The family priest anoints it with sandal-
wood paste, and invokes Durga's blessing upon it. It
remains there until the birthday of Krishna, when the
image maker takes it away to use as part of the material
of the image. The figures that cluster around Durga
are her two sons, Kartikeya and Ganesa, Sarasvati, the
bride of Brahma, and Lakshmi, the wife of Vishnu.
There is also a representation of Mahesha, the buffalo
fiend, whom the goddess came to slay. Round these
figures, on what is called a roof, but which is -really a
half circle, divided into compartments, pictures of other
deities are painted, or some mythological scenes repre-
sented. These vary according to the tastes of the
gentleman in whose house the worship is carried on.
The central figure, Durga, has ten hands, holding various
weapons ; for, though she bears a mild and gentle
expression, it is to represent her when victorious in her
conflict with the great asura, the enemy of gods and men,